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NEWS AROUND THE CLOCK 


Undercover Gangster Part /: 
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STEPS 


By David Gambacorta 
STAFF WRITER 


etective Joe Murray lumbered toward the Justice Juanita 
Kidd Stout Center for Criminal Justice on a steamy mid-Au- 


gust morning in 2015. 


The 17-story building, planted a few blocks from City Hall, 
practically oozed misery from its cheerless gray exterior. 

Cops, prosecutors, defense lawyers, and relatives of victims and 
defendants jostled for space near a handful of lobby elevators, 
bracing for the slow, uncomfortable ride that awaited them all. 
Stragglers smoked cigarettes outside in the 91-degree heat. 


This place was a second home for 
Murray. He’d killed more hours than 
he cared to count pacing its narrow 
hallways, waiting to testify in one case 
or another. 

But now his cellphone started to rat- 
tle, and he stopped in his tracks. 

At 35, Murray was tall and trim with 
a narrow face and close-cropped 
brown hair. He favored slim-cut suits 
and skinny ties that would’ve been 
more at home on Mad Men than CSI, a 
look that most of his peers didn’t both- 
er attempting to replicate. 

He’d spent much of the last decade 
assigned to Southwest Detectives, 
where slow days were about as com- 
mon as a summer snowstorm. An aver- 
age year might leave detectives at 
Southwest’s squat brick headquarters 
at 55th and Pine with several hundred 
shootings to investigate, in addition to 


a jumble of assaults and robberies. 
But that was the job. And Murray 
had been practically born into it. His 
father, Joe “Reds” Murray, was a cop 
who insisted on walking a beat along 
Jewelers Row in his late 50s instead of 
retiring. Joe’s grandfather and two un- 
cles had been cops, too. “Reds” 
thought his son might try college after 
high school, but he headed straight for 
the Police Academy, instead. As soon 
as he got on the force, he took his 
grandfather’s old badge number. 
Outside of then-Police Commission- 
er Charles Ramsey, Murray was also 
one of the best-known cops in the city. 
Long before anyone else in the Police 
Department, he used his personal Twit- 
ter account to try to show people that 
he wasn’t much different from any oth- 
er thirtysomething living in the city; 
See FOOTSTEPS on A6 


Follow the series at philly.com/undercovergangster 
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Ex-ofticials: 
Trump can 
be ‘played’ 


“He's giving Putin a pass,” former CIA chief says, 
adding that other leaders could take advantage. 


By John Wagner 
WASHINGTON POST 

WASHINGTON — Two top 
former U.S. intelligence offi- 
cials said Sunday that Presi- 
dent Trump is being “played” 
by President Vladimir Putin 
on Russia’s interference in 
the 2016 election and ac- 
cused him of being suscepti- 
ble to foreign leaders who 
stroke his ego. 

“By not confronting the is- 
sue directly and not acknowl- 
edging to Putin that we know 
you’re responsible for this, I 
think he’s giving Putin a 
pass,” former CIA Director 
John Brennan said on CNN’s 
State of the Union. “I think it 
demonstrates to Mr. Putin 
that Donald Trump can be 
played by foreign leaders 
who are going to appeal to 
his ego and try to play upon 
his insecurities, which is 
very, very worrisome from a 


President Trump and Russia's 
Vladimir Putin meeting in 
Vietnam. REUTERS 


Appearing on the same pro- 
gram, former director of na- 
tional intelligence James R. 
Clapper Jr. said he agrees 
with that assessment. 

“He seems very susceptible 
to rolling out the red carpet 
and honor guards and all the 
trappings and pomp and cir- 
cumstance that come with 
the office, and I think that 


national security stand- appeals to him, and I think it 
point.” See INTELLIGENCE on A2 
CLIMATE SCIENCE 


Blended climate 
events a worry 


Scientists warn that “compound extremes’ will 
become more frequent with increased warming. 


By Frank Kummer 
STAFF WRITER 


More big storms. More life- 
threatening heat 


Get ready for more of the 
same, some scientists warn. 
Deep within the Climate Sci- 
ence Special Re- 


waves. More flood- port released last 
ing along the The report by 51 week by 13 federal 
coasts. Its a famil- scientists over agencies is a chap- 
iar litany of hor- 18 months ter on what it calls 


rors to anyone 
who knows about 
climate change. 
But if any two of 
those events hap- 
pen in rapid suc- 
cession, the even 
more frightening 
result is what scientists call 
“compound extremes.” The 
most recent example came in 
early September when Hurri- 
cane Irma gave Puerto Rico a 
glancing blow, followed two 
weeks later by the even more 
devastating Hurricane Maria. 


warns Hurricane 
Maria is a sign 
of more trouble 
to come. 


“potential surpris- 
es” as the planet 
continues to warm 
and seas continue 
to rise. The chapter 
was cowritten by 
Robert Kopp, a Rut- 
gers University pro- 
fessor. The report surprised 
many in how thorough and 
frank it is given the Trump ad- 
ministration’s suspicion of cli- 
mate science. 

“I would say the report end- 
ed up being perhaps more ex- 

See CLIMATE on A9 


Failed projects litter path to city waterfront 


TEXAS | A4 


Texas gunman’s 
ex: He once held 
a gun to my head. 


LOUIS CK | A4 


Gawker reported 
whispers in 2012. 


By Jacob Adelman From the Chesapeake Bay shores 
STAFF WRITER to the streets of east Baltimore to 
Developer Jeffery Koze- central Pennsylvania’s farm- 


ro wants to remake a 
swath of South Philadel- 
phia’s Delaware River wa- 
terfront into Philadel- 
phia’s version of Miami 
Beach. Imagine 10 towers 
— up to 34 stories — over- 
looking the Delaware in 
what would be the city’s 
biggest residential project 
in memory. 

But if past performance 
counts, the developer 
might not be up to that ambitious 
vision. 


Jeffery Kozero, 
developer 


land, Kozero has left a trail 
of unfinished houses, unhap- 
py customers, and unpaid 
contractors, at one point 
drawing sanctions from 
Maryland regulators. 

That history looms large 
as he now wants to play an 
out-sized role in determin- 
ing how Philadelphia’s wa- 
terfront is developed, seek- 
ing wide-ranging changes to 
carefully thought-through 


rules governing building heights. 


See KOZERO on A8 


The Phila. site where Kozero wants to build. There have been 
complaints about his work elsewhere. GENEVA HEFFERNAN / Staff 


WEATHER 


High 51, Low 35 


AccuWeather report, D8 
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